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confess his terror, and persisted in the assertion that his leg was broken.
Finally the three chiefs and the Schalischim consulted as to what course they should determine upon in their present strait.
Hamilcar closed their road to Carthage ; they were caught between his soldiers and the provinces of Narr' Havas; the Tynan cities would join the conquerors, and this would at once drive them to the sea-coast ; and all the united forces would crush them. This was what would infallibly befall them.
No means offered to avoid the war, hence they must pursue it to the uttermost. But, how could they make the necessity for an interminable struggle comprehensible to those discouraged people with their wounds yet bleeding ?
" I charge myself with that," said Spendius.
Two hours after a man came from the direction of Hippo-Zarytus, and climbed the mountain at a run. He waved tablets at arm's-length, and as he shouted loudly, the Barbarians surrounded him.
He bore despatches from the Greek soldiers of Sardinia, recommending their comrades in Africa to keep a surveillance over Gisco, also over the other captives. A merchant of Samos, a certain Hipponax, coming from Carthage, had apprised them that a conspiracy was organised for their escape, and the Barbarians were notified to provide against the emergency, as the Republic was powerful.
Spendius' strategy did not at first succeed as he had anticipated. This assurance of a new peril, far from exciting fury, aroused fears. They lecalled